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KCON receives grant to increase student diversity
The Kirkhof College of Nursing received a $773,837 grant from the U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services to increase diversity among
nursing students.
Elaine Van Doren, associate dean for KCON undergraduate programs
and principal investigator, said the grant will be used to follow state and
national nursing mandates to increase diversity within the nation’s nursing ranks. Roughly 12 percent of working nurses are from diverse backgrounds.
Van Doren said the grant will be specifically used to help increase diversity within KCON’s RN-BSN program, in which working nurses enroll
to receive a bachelor’s degree. “We know we need more nurses who are
in the health care environment with bachelor’s degrees. With this grant,
we will support nurses who are striving to improve their education,” Van
Doren said.
Grand Valley will partner with area community colleges that offer associate’s degrees in nursing to recruit candidates into the KCON program.
Beginning in the winter 2011 semester, the grant will provide up to 20
scholarships and 20 stipends a year to students from diverse education or
racial backgrounds.
“The grant is for students who are economically and educationally disadvantaged; many of whom are students of color,” she said.
Along with pre-admissions workshops, the grant allows for more educa-
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Nursing students are pictured in a simulation exercise. The Kirkhof College of
Nursing received a federal grant to increase diversity among students.

tional opportunities to expand intercultural understanding among current nursing students and faculty members, and creates opportunities for
KCON faculty to co-teach introductory courses with faculty from community colleges.

Across Campus
University offers loans,
grants for sustainable
projects
A university effort to award grants and loans to
students, departments and organizations will
allow them to implement sustainable projects.
The Sustainable Community Development
Initiative is now taking applications for projects
to be awarded through its new Community
Reinvestment Fund. Bart Bartels, SCDI project
manager, said the fund will provide start-up
capital for projects that will add value to the
campus community, such as energy-saving or
recycling ideas.
Details and an application are online at www.
gvsu.edu/sustainability, click on “Sustainable
Community Reinvestment Fund.” A committee of faculty and staff members will review
applications and oversee loan and grant disbursement. Wendy Wenner, dean of the Brooks

College of Interdisciplinary Studies , is the
committee chair.
Committee member Brian Copeland, assistant
vice president for Business and Finance, said
the reinvestment fund totals $35,000; he added
that most projects will be funded for less than
$5,000.
The deadline for applications is November 15.
For more information, call the SCDI at x17366.

Service set for Mulder
The College of Community and Public Service
will host a celebration of life service for Rodney
Mulder. The professor of social work and former dean died September 21 at age 68.
The service is scheduled for Monday,
November 8, beginning at 4 p.m. in Loosemore
Auditorium, DeVos Center.
Speakers will include President Emeritus
Arend D. Lubbers, Provost Gayle R. Davis,

CCPS Dean George
Grant and faculty members Cray Mulder and
Jerry Johnson. A reception will follow the
service, allowing participants to greet Mulder’s
family.
Mulder started working
Rodney Mulder
at Grand Valley in 1966.
He served as dean of
the School of Social Work from 1994-2003, and
dean of the College of Community and Public
Service from 2004-2008, before returning to his
current role as professor of social work.

AWRI offers winter
internship
The Annis Water Resources Institute is taking
applications from students who are interested
continues on page 2
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Across Campus
continued from page 1
in a paid winter semester internship. The application deadline is Friday,
November 5. The student selected for the Herbert VanderMey internship
will be expected to work about 12 hours per week on AWRI projects.
An application form is online at www.gvsu.edu/wri, click on
“Undergraduate Funding Opportunities.”

Partnership with Goodwill provides
work experience
Grand Valley and
Goodwill Industries of
Greater Grand Rapids
have partnered to give
adults with autism realwork experiences.

Centille added that working at a university gives program participants an
opportunity to experience college life and gain social skills. He said the
unemployment rate for adults with autism is 81 percent.

TEDx celebrates sustainability
Going paperless, the importance of community service, and facility energy
consumption were all topics of discussion at Grand Valley’s first TEDx
event, themed “Sustainability: A GRAND Tradition.”
The event, part of Sustainability Week, drew more than 300 students, faculty and staff members on October 26 at the Cook-DeWitt Center.
Presentations were given by 18 Grand Valley alumni, faculty, students and
community members. Sean Lancaster, professor of education, encouraged
those in attendance to use less paper. “Ten to 20 percent of paper printed
from the downtown campus is left on the printer and never collected,”
said Lancaster.

Through the Learning
Independence Through
Experience program,
20 people are working on campus in the
Photo courtesy of Goodwill Industries
University Bookstore,
Campus Dining,
Marlen Villarreal, a LITE program participant, works at
the Children’s Enrichment Center.
Library, Fieldhouse
and other departments.
LITE participants, who range in age from 18-26, work about 10 hours per
week.
“Our partnership with GVSU has broadened the scope of the LITE program and increased the opportunities for our participants who are on the
autism spectrum,” said Anthony Centille, LITE program coordinator at
Goodwill Industries.
Sharalle Arnold, director of the Children’s Enrichment Center, said LITE
participant Marlen Villarreal has been a valuable contributor at the center. “The children are especially fond of her and have come to think of her
as an integral part of their classroom experience,” Arnold said.

Other presentation topics included consumers’ purchasing decisions,
farming practices, alternative energy and fostering sustainability in the
workplace.
Visit www.tedxgrandvalley.com to watch webcasts of the presentations
and learn more about the presenters.

CRI analyzes juvenile offenses
A four-year trend analysis of juvenile offenses within the city of Grand
Rapids was prepared by the Community Research Institute at the
Johnson Center for Philanthropy, in partnership with the Grand Rapids
Police Department and Our Community’s Children.
The Grand Rapids Juvenile Offense Index reports on juvenile offenses by
youth (8-16 years old) in Grand Rapids, covering a four-year period from
January 1, 2006, to December 31, 2009. The 160-page report describes the
scope, frequency and circumstances of juvenile offenses.
Findings of the report were released to community leaders at a news conference October 28 at the Grand Rapids Police Department.

FORUM

Carter visits Grand Rapids

The GVSU Forum is published by the News
and Information Services Office. The submission
deadline is Tuesday noon. Send publication items
to Michele Coffill, editor, c/o forum@gvsu.edu.
Telephone: 616-331-2221. Fax: 616-331-2250.

Former first lady Rosalynn Carter visited
Grand Rapids October 26 to talk about her new
book, Within Our Reach: Ending the Mental
Health Crisis.

Faculty and staff members can find an online
“Sketches” submission form on the Web at
www.gvsu.edu/forum.

Carter attended a luncheon event at the DeVos
Center before taking part in a panel discussion
at the Gerald R. Ford Museum, sponsored by
the Hauenstein Center for Presidential Studies.
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As first lady from 1977-1981, Carter served as the
honorary chair of the President’s Commission
on Mental Health. The commission ultimately
pushed through the passage of the 1980
Mental Health Systems Act, which boosted
funding for mental illnesses. When the
Carters returned to Georgia, they established
the Carter Center, where Rosalynn created
a program devoted solely to mental health.
The event was also sponsored by the
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Rosalynn Carter addresses an audience at a luncheon
October 26 at the DeVos Center.

Gerald R. Ford Library, Museum, and
Foundation and Founders Bank & Trust.
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What’s Ahead
Open enrollment
continues
Open enrollment for health insurance
continues through November 10.
Visit the website www.gvsu.edu/healthwellness
and click on “Open Enrollment” to review
information, select a medical plan and complete
the online process. Questions can be directed
to the Benefits office at x12220 or
healthandwellness@gvsu.edu.

Theater performances
will be based on
campus interviews
Two productions of “Grand Valley Stories” are
scheduled this week; they are based on
interviews from students, faculty and staff
members in September.
Produced by Jeffrey Steiger, artist-in-residence
at the University of Michigan, “Grand Valley
Stories: 50 Years of Building a More Inclusive
Community” is set for Tuesday, November 2,
in the Cook-DeWitt Center; and Wednesday,
November 3, in Loosemore Auditorium, DeVos
Center. Both performances will begin at 4 p.m.;
they are free and open to the public.
Steiger was on campus in late September
interviewing groups of students, faculty and
staff. The anonymous stories he collected will
be used to depict classroom dynamics,
departmental culture and staff life.
This 50th anniversary event is sponsored by the
Division of Inclusion and Equity, Pew Faculty
Teaching and Learning Center, School of
Communications, Office of Multicultural
Affairs, LGBT Resource Center and
Women’s Center.

Big History lectures set
for Aquinas College
Craig Benjamin, associate professor of history,
will present a series of lectures on “Big
History,” the field of study that examines
history through a large-scale, multidisciplinary
approach, each Tuesday through November 16,
at Aquinas College. The lectures will start at
7 p.m. in Upper Donnelly Hall.
One of the country’s foremost authorities on
Big History, Benjamin has co-authored the first
Big History textbook, which will be published
in 2012. He also will be featured in a History
Channel documentary, “A Big History of Planet
Earth,” which will be broadcast next year.
The series at Aquinas College is sponsored by
the World Affairs Council of Western Michigan;
visit www.worldmichigan.org for more
information.

academic programs offered at Grand Valley
at the Majors Fair on Wednesday, November 3,
from 11 a.m.-2 p.m. in the Kirkhof Center,
Grand River Room.
Students can meet with faculty members,
advisors and alumni from a variety of
majors to discuss career options.
In addition to all academic departments,
other participating departments include
Financial Aid, Padnos International Center,
Student Life, Counseling and Career
Development, and Career Services. The
Majors Fair is hosted by University Academic
Advising Council, Alumni Relations and
the Student Academic Success Center.
More information is online at www.gvsu.edu/
sasc/undecided.

Former major leaguer
to give presentation
From baseball player to author to business
owner, Doug Glanville brings a diverse
background to his presentation for the
Professionals of Color Lecture Series on
Thursday, November 4.
“Life, Baseball and Business” will begin at
6 p.m. in Loosemore Auditorium in the DeVos
Center. It is sponsored by the Office of
Multicultural Affairs and Seidman College
of Business. The lecture is free and open
to the public.
After earning a degree from the University
of Pennsylvania, Glanville played outfield
for nine seasons with the Chicago Cubs,
New York Yankees, Texas Rangers and
Philadelphia Phillies. He was also a players
representative for the MLB Players Association.
Now an analyst for ESPN, Glanville is also
an author; his book, The Game From Where I
Stand, provides a look into the life of a baseball
player. He is the founder of GK Alliance, a
green-friendly real estate company in Chicago.

staff members and $10 for students and
community members. View the conference
schedule at www.gvsu.edu/las/coa.
The Brooks College of Interdisciplinary
Studies is a conference co-sponsor. For
more information, contact Zulema Moret
at x12286 or moretz@gvsu.edu.

Multicultural seminar
focuses on disabilities
The Counseling and Career Development
Center’s 14th annual multicultural seminar
will focus on disability awareness.
Keynote speaker Rhoda Olkin is a distinguished
professor of psychology at Alliant International
University in California. Olkin is a polio
survivor and also works at a nonprofit
organization devoted to research and training
services for families and people with
disabilities.
“Disability: What’s Important to Know” is set
for Friday, November 5, from 8 a.m.-4 p.m.
in the Kirkhof Center, Pere Marquette Room.
Cost to attend is $50 for faculty and staff
members and $40 for students. Questions
about the seminar can be directed to
the Counseling Center at x13266.

Sociology hosts
play about Marx
The Sociology Department is sponsoring
a performance of “Marx in Soho,” a play
by Howard Zinn. Bob Weick portrays
Marx in the one-man play that reviews
Marx’s life and his passion for change.
The performance is scheduled for noon
Friday, November 5, at the Meijer Campus
in Holland. The performance is free and
open to the public, but seating is limited.
For more information, contact Lisa Miller
at the Meijer Campus at x13910.

LAS to host Conference
on the Americas

Events look at portrayal
of American Indians

The Latin American Studies Department
will host the 11th annual Conference on the
Americas November 4-6 at the Eberhard
Center.

In honor of November as American Indian
Heritage Month, two events are planned
next week by the Division of Inclusion and
Equity and numerous other departments.

With the theme “Creative Agents of Change:
Facing Challenges in our Communities,” the
keynote speaker is Doris Sommer, director
of the Cultural Agency Initiative at Harvard
University. The Cultural Agents Initiative is
a program that promotes the roles of art and
artists as social resources. Sommer’s address
is set for 7 p.m. on Thursday, November 4.

Beverly Singer, a professor at the University
of New Mexico, will introduce her film
“Wiping the War Paint Off the Lens” on
Monday, November 8, at noon in Loosemore
Auditorium, DeVos Center. The film will be
followed by a panel discussion focusing on
how the media depicts American Indians.

Faculty, advisors team
for Majors Fair

Conference topics will include sustainable
development, interactions between the
community and cultural agents, the
transformative role of the arts and women
as agents of changes in the community.

Students can find more information about

Cost to attend is $55 for faculty and

On Wednesday, November 10, the film “Reel
Injun” will be shown at 6 p.m. in Loosemore
Auditorium followed by discussion.
For information on either event, contact
Dee Ann Sherwood Bosworth at x15034.
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General Events
Mon., Nov. 1
5 and 8 p.m.: Fall Arts Celebration:
“Appalachian Spring.” LAT, PAC. Call
x12300 for tickets.

Tues., Nov. 2
Noon: Work Life Connections Divorce
Discussion Group. 0042 KC. Call x12215
for information.
Noon: Health and Wellness Workshop: “The
Power of Gratitude,” by Steve Glass.
202E, DEV. Call x12215 for information.
4 p.m.: Inclusion and Equity hosts “Grand
Valley Stories: 50 Years Building a More
Inclusive Community.” CDC. Call x13296
for information.

Wed., Nov. 3
11 a.m.: Majors Fair. 2250 KC. Visit www.
gvsu.edu/sasc/undecided for more information.
Noon: Arts at Noon. Ars Antiqua with Rachel
Barton Pine, violinist. CDC. Call x13484
for information.
Noon: Allendale Toastmasters. 2259 KC.
Visit www.gvsu.edu/toastmasters for
information.
4:30 p.m.: Graduate Studies PACES Panel:

“Faculty Perspective on Conference
Participation and Networking.” 303C,
DEV. Call x16858 for information.
3 p.m.: LGBT Resource Center hosts
“Bisexuality: Identity and the Sexuality
Spectrum,” by Robyn Ochs. Pere
Marquette Room, KC. Call x12530 for
information.
4 p.m.: Inclusion and Equity hosts “Grand
Valley Stories: Fifty Years Building a
More Inclusive Community.” Loosemore
Auditorium, DEV.

MAK. Call x12114 for information.

Sat., Nov. 6
1:30 p.m.: Hauenstein Center hosts “Voter’s
Volatility and Remorse,” by John
Hockenberry. Gerald R. Ford Museum,
Grand Rapids. Call x12270 for information.
2 p.m.: Shakespeare Festival Bard to Go
Performance. CDC. Visit www.gvsu.edu/
shakes for information.

Thurs., Nov. 4

Sun., Nov. 7

7:30 a.m.: Downtown Toastmasters.
University Club Room, DEV. Visit www.
gvsu.edu/toastmasters for information.

3 p.m.: Performance by Early Music
Ensemble. Sherman Van Solkema Recital
Hall, PAC. Call x13484 for information.

11 a.m.: FERPA Discussion with Jerry
Montag and Pat Smith. D-1129 MAK.
Register online at www.gvsu.edu/seminar.

Sports

1 p.m.: Human Resources Excellence Series.
Social Media at GVSU. 2263 KC. Call
x12215 for information.
6 p.m.: Professionals of Color Lecture Series:
“Life, Baseball, and Business,” by Doug
Glanville. Loosemore Auditorium, DEV.
Call x12177 for information.

Fri., Nov. 5
3 p.m.: Philosophy Colloquium: “Diversity
and Sustainability: the Need for
Integration,” by Danielle Lake. BLL-110

Fri., Nov. 5
7 p.m.: Volleyball hosts Northwood
University.

Sat., Nov. 6
7 p.m.: Football hosts Northwood University.

Sun., Nov. 7
2 p.m.: Volleyball hosts Lake Superior State
University.

Faculty and Staff Sketches
Sketches
Alan Steinman, director of the Annis Water
Resources Institute, gave a presentation,
“Indicators for Sustainable Use of
Groundwater,” to the Canadian Council of
Ministries of the Environment in Edmonton,
Alberta. He was also selected to serve on the
EPA’s Science Advisory Board Nutrient Criteria
Panel.
Janet Vail, associate research scientist at the
Annis Water Resources Institute, received
the 2010 William B. Stapp Award from the
Michigan Alliance for Environmental and
Outdoor Education. She also received a grant
from the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency for $348,101 for a project, “Lakespecific Onboard Education and Outreach.”
Craig Benjamin, associate professor of history,
gave presentations, “Recent Research and
Theoretical Models Proposed to Explain the
Agricultural Revolution”; “New Directions
in the Pedagogy of Big History”; and “The
Representation of Ancient Central Asia in

World History Textbooks,” at the World History
Association Annual Conference in San Diego.
Carl Ruetz, associate professor at the Annis
Water Resources Institute, gave a presentation
on his current research at the Michigan
Department of Natural Resources and
Environment Conference in Traverse City.
Kathleen VanderVeen, director of Disability
Support Services, was part of a panel
discussion for Mary Free Bed Rehabilitation
Hospital’s Spinal Cord Injury Symposium.
Damon Arnold, director of student services
for athletics, received first place in the
Toastmasters’ Tall Tales contest and now
moves to the division-level contest.
Noreen Savage, Brooks COIS dean’s office,
received first place in the Toastmasters’ table
topics contest and now moves to the
division-level contest.
Bopi Biddanda, research scientist at the
Annis Water Resources Institute, received a

$661,053 grant from the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency for a project, “Observatory
for Ecosystem Changes in Muskegon Lake.”
Andrea Bostrom, professor of nursing, gave
a presentation, “A Curriculum Model for
Advanced Practice Nurses to Respond to
Critical Mental Health Needs,” at the INP/
APNN Conference in Brisbane, Australia.
Co-authors were KCON faculty Linda Scott
and Pat Schafer.
Claudia Leiras-Laubach, assistant professor
of nursing, gave a presentation, “Model for
Incorporating Genetics and Genomics into
Nursing Education,” at the Nursing Education
Summit.
Joy Washburn, assistant professor of nursing,
gave presentations, “R U Ready 2 YouTube?”,
“Graduate Nurses, Career Planning, and
the Transition to Practice Experience” and
“Person-Environment Fit: What Is It? Why
Does it Matter in Nursing?” at the Professional
Nurse Educators Group National Conference.

